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A  SERMON. 


Job   xvii.   15. 
And  where  is  now  my  hope  ? 


T 


HE  fervant  of  God  who  uttered  thefe 
words  was  one  of  the  mod  afflicled  men  that  ever 
lived.  He  experienced  the  lofs  of  goods  and  world- 
ly fubftance — the  lofs  of  faithful  lervants  and  dear 
children  ;  and,  to  crown  all,  his  own  perfon  was 
delivered  over  into  the  hand  of  Satan,  who  had  full 
power  to  afflict  and  diftrefs  him,  with  this  limita- 
tion, that  he  fhould  fpare  his  life.  The  grand  ene- 
my of  all  good,  hoping  Job  would  revile  his  God 
and  bring  reproach  on  religion,  went  to  the  extent 
of  his  power,  and  put  him  in  a  moll  lamentable  fit- 
uation.  He  brought  a  loathfome  difeafe  upon  him, 
even,  covering  him  "  .with  fore  boils,  from  the  fole 
of  his  foot  unto  his  crown."  Bat  in  the  midft  of 
this  great  calamity,  and  under  a  molt  preffing  weight 
offorrow,  he,  explicitly,  afcribed  righteoufnefs  to 
God. 

The  friends  of  Job  when  they  heard  his  affliction 
came  to  vilit  him,  and  fuch  was  their  converfation 
as  induced  him  to  cry  out  "  miferable  comforters  are 


ye  all."  Accu fed  of  hypocri fy  as  the  caufe  of  his 
fufferings,  he  appeals  to  God  that  he  is  upright. — 
In  the  chapter  which  contains  our  text  he  enters  into 
a  lamentable  detail  of  his  diftreffing  circumftances. 
66  My  days  are  pall,  my  purpofes  are  broken  ofF, 
f  J  even  the  thoughts  of  my  heart.  They  change  the 
"  night  into  day  :  the  light  is  ihort  becaufe  of  dark- 
"  nefs.  If  I  wait,  the  grave  is  mine  houfe  :  I  have 
"  made  my  bed  in  the  darknefs.  I  have  faid  to  cor- 
*$  ruption,  Thou  art  my  father  :  to  the  worm,  Thou 
6i  art  my  mother  and  my  lifter."  However  pleafing 
the  proipe&s  of  Job  might  have  been,  and  however 
lively  his  hopes  of  great  good  with  his  family  for 
years  to  come,  yet  they  are,  fuddenly,  cut  off  and 
deftroyed.  This  lead  him  to  fay  in  the  plaintive 
flrains  of  grief — in  the  language  of  overwhelming 
forrow,  And  where  is  now  my  hope  ? 

This  is  an  intimation,  at  leafl,  that  he  had  been  in 
poifeflion  of  a  hope  which  had  failed  him.  It  is  an 
intimation  that  he  had  indulged  a  fir  on  g  expectation 
of  good,  a  lively  hope  of  enjoyment  ;  which  expec- 
tation he  now  confiders  vain — which  hope  is  now 
entirely  groundlefs. 

The  words,  then,  may  lead  us  to  confider  that 
man  is  liable  to  have  his  hopes  cut  off  and  deftroy- 
ed, by  the  hand  of  God. 

For  the  illuftration  of  this  remark  it  is  defigned  to 
ihew  I.  What  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  hope  of 
man.  II.  What  is  that  hope  of  man  which  is  liable 
to  be  cut  off.  III.  In  what  ways  this  hope  may  be 
deftroyed. 

I.  What  do  we  underftand  by  the  hope  of  man  ? 

Hope  is  an  expectation  of  fome  good  to  be  obtain- 


cd  which  is  not  yet  in  actual  pofTeflion.  It  is  an  ex- 
pectation, indulged  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  of 
fotne  futuie  enjoyment.  Things  now  in  actual  pof- 
feflion  are  not  the  objects  of  hope.  This  feerns  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  Paul,  which  lead  him  to 
fay,  "  For  we  are  faved  by  hope  :  but  hope  that  is 
ieen  is  not  hope  :  for  what  a  man  feeth,  why  doth  he 
yet  hope  for  ?  But  if  we  hope  for  that  we  fee  not, 
then  do  we  with  patience  wait  for  it.*  This  being 
the  meaning  of  the  word  hope,  we  may  further  ob- 
ferve  that  the  hope  of  man  embraces  religious  or  fpi- 
ritual  things,  as  well  as  the  things  relating  more  ef- 
peciaily  to  this  life. 

A  chriftian  hope  is  a  firm  reliance  on  the  mercy  of 
God,  through  his  lbn  Jefus  Chrift,  for  the  good  things 
promifed  in  the  golpel.  And  the  good  things  prom- 
ifed  are  the  pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God,  and  eterr 
nal  life.  Man  by  the  fall  is  alienated  from  God, 
and  an  enemy  to  his  character  and  law.  The  gof- 
pel  opens  a  way  of  reconciliation  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  and  promifes  peace,  pardon,  and  eternal  life, 
to  all  penitent  believers.  A  chriltian  hope  is  a  con- 
fident, though  humble,  expectation  of  obtaining  the 
promifed  inheritance,  even  grace  with  God,  and  eter- 
nal life.  This  hope  has  for  its  bafis  the  immutable 
veracity  of  God  ;  and  the  procuring  caufe  of  the 
good  promifed  is  the  blood,  righteoufnefs,  and  in- 
terceffion  of  Chrift  the  divine,  almighty  Saviour. — 
This  is  a  chriftian  hope. 

Men,  have,  alfo,  a  worldly  hope,  or  a  hope  rela- 
ting to  things  of  this  world.  This  hope  may  em- 
brace any  of  the  favors  and  good  things  of  the  pref- 
ent  life  which  men  may,  lawfully,  poffefs  and  enjoy. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  indulged,  to  a  certain  degree, 
by  good  men.  The  children  of  God  need  the  com- 
*  Rom.  viii.  24,  25. 
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rnpn  favors  and  comforts  of  life,  and  cannot  be  ufe- 
ful  without  them.  They  may,  therefore,  to  a  certain 
degree,  indulge  the  hope  of  which  I  am  fpeaking.— 
So  far  as  the  good  things  of  this  life  are  neceffary  to 
render  us  ufeful  we  may  defire  and  hope  for  them, 
in  fubmifhon  to  the  wife  determination  of  God.  So 
far  as  will  render  us  ufeful,  God  being  judge,  we 
may  defire  and  hope  for  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  and  no  farther. 

A  hope  of  this  kind  has,  among  its  objects,  food 
and  raiment.  Thefe  are  neceffary  for  the  life  of 
man,  and  men  have  reafon  to  hope  for  and  expect 
them,  not  only  becaufe  neceffary  for  the  continuance 
of  life  and  ufefulnefs,  but,  alfo,  becaufe  God  has  giv- 
en a  general  promife  that  "  Day  and  night,  fummer 
and  winter,  heat  and  cold,  feed  time  and  harveft, 
fhali  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

Among  the  objects  of  this  hope  may  be  noticed, 
alfo,  the  continued  enjoyment  of  health.  By  a  courfe 
of  prudence,  induflry  and  temperance,  we  may  hope 
God  will  continue  us  in  the  enjoyment  #f  health,  fo 
that  we  may  ferve  him  in  active  life.  God  requires 
that  we  fhould  ferve  him,  and  we  may,  rationally, 
hope,  and,  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  expect,  that 
he  will  give  us  the  enjoyment  of  fo  much  health  as  is 
neceffary  for  the  fervice  he  requires.  The  demand 
of  God  does  not  exceed  the  ability  of  the  creature  ; 
for  if  there  befirjl  a  •willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  according 
to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath  not.* 

It  is  natural,  furthermore,  to  indulge  an  hope  of 
comfort  and  great  pleafure  from  children  and  friends. 
We  hope  our  connexions  in  life  will  afford  us  great 
fatisfaction.  It  is  very  natural,  efpecially,  to  hope 
for  much  fatisfaction  and  comfort  from  our  children. 
*  ix  Cor.  viii.  12. 


This  hope  begins  in  a  (late  of  infancy.  On  the  flrft 
dawning  of  reafon  it  is  increafed,  and  continues  to 
progrefs  through  the  tender  years  of  childhood.  As 
the  child  grows  in  ftature  and  understanding  he 
grows  upon  the  parent's  affections.  By  a  thoufand 
artlefs,  engaging  actions — by  exhibiting  evidence  of 
a  rational,  expanding  mind — indeed,  by  a  variety  of 
things  eafier  for  the  fond  parent  to  conceive  than  de- 
fcribe,  he  deals  the  heart,  and  ablbrbs  the  affections. 
-—If  he  arrive  toward  a  ftate  of  manhood,  and  to  the 
common  faculties  of  the  human  mind  add  a  tender 
heart,  agreeable  manners,  and  a  pleafing  deport- 
ment ;  —  If  he  appear  inclined  to  employ  his  time, 
and  improve  his  talents  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ; 
—If  his  conduct  be  fuch  as  to  gain  the  efleem  of 
them  who  know  him,  and  the  affection  of  his  mod 
intimate  acquaintance  ; — If  he  be,  apparently,  fober 
and  difcreet,  honelt  and  upright,  kind  and  benevo- 
lent ;— This  is  the  promifing,  the  lovely  youth. — 
This  is  the  child  who  lays  a  good  foundation  for 
hope.  Such  an  one  the  [on  of  his  father,  is  tender  and 
beloved  in  the  eyes  of  his  mother.  The  hope  of  the  par- 
ents is  wrought  up  to  an  high  pitch,  and  they  in- 
dulge the  pleafing  expectation  that  he  is  defigned  of 
God  to  enhance  their  comfort  and  happinefs.  They 
anticipate  him  as  the  prop  of  their  age,  the  Raff  and 
fupport  of  their  declining  years. 

I  proceed  to  point  out 

II.  What  is  that  hope  of  man  which  is  liable  to 
be  cut  off. 

This  we  fafely  fay  is  not  a  chriftian  hope.  This 
can  never  be  deftroyed.  God  is  faithful — his  prom- 
iles  are  fure,  and  he  will  never,  utterly,  deftroy  the 
hope   of  a   chriftian.     The  hope  of  a  chriftian   may 

be  faint  and  wavering.     He  may  have  fuch   a  view 
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of  the  corruptions  of  the  human  heart,  and  his  own 
imperfections  as  to  fill  him  with  doubts,  and  over- 
whelm his  foul  with  great  and  diftrefiing  fears.  A 
true  chriftian  may  be  in  fuch  fearful  perplexity  as  to 
feel  that  his  hope  is  gone,  and  he  fhall  furely  be 
loft.  As  David  faid,  I  Jhall  furely  perifh  one  day  by 
the  hand  of  Saul,  fo  the  dear  children  of  God  may, 
for  a  ieafon,  give  up  their  hope,  and  think  they  fnali 
furely  be  loft.  But  yet,  Hope  maketh  not  afhamed. — 
The  hope  of  a  true  chriftian  will  never  be,  utterly, 
deftroyed.  Every  one  of  this  character  will,  finally, 
obtain  the  end  of  his  faith  and  hope,  even,  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  foul.  As  this  hope  has  for  its  bafis  the 
immutable  veracity  of  God,  in  thofe  blefTed  promi- 
fes  which  fecure  pardon,  peace,  and  eternal  life  to 
the  believer  ; — and  as  it  relies  on  the  efficacious 
blood,  and  the  all  prevalent  interceffion  of  Chrift,  as 
the  foundation  of  the  promife,  and  the  procuring 
caufe  of  the  promifed  good  ;  it  can  never  fail.  The 
chriftian  is  fecure.  His  hope  refteth  on  a  never- 
failing  bafis— it  is  impoflible  it  ihould  be  deftroyed. 

The  hope  then  which  is  liable  to  be  cut  off  and 
deftroyed  mull  be  a  worldly  hope.  This  may  be  de- 
ftroyed a  thoufand  ways.  How  often  is  a  bright  fun 
overfpread  with  a  cloud  !  How  often  is  a  clear  and 
beautiful  morning,  a  morning  without  clouds,  cover- 
ed, loon,  with  mi  ft  and  darknefs,  and  fucceeded  by 
ftorm  and  tempeft  !  So  the  brighteft  of  all  human 
profpecls  is  liable  to  change,  and  may  foon  become 
dark  and  lowering.  The  wheel  of  providence  rolls 
round.  The  part  now  up  is  foon  down  in  the  mire, 
job  was  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  profperity.  He  had 
an  abundance  of  good  things,  and  he  might,  if  any 
man  could,  have  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  idea  of 
profperity,  and  great  happinefs,  for  many  years  in 
fucceftion.  But.  alas,  how  great,  how  fudden  the 
change  L      God  can,    with  perfect   eafe,   blaft    our 


hopes  and  cut  off  our  towering  expectations  of  tem- 
poral good.  Every  month,  and  almofl  every  day, 
gives  proof  in  fupport  of  this  ide*.  Nothing  of  an 
earthly  nature  is  certain,  permanent  and  unfading. 
Our  worldly  hopes  are  all  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  the 
hand  of  God. 

It  remains  to  fhew, 

III.     In  what  ways  this  hope  may  be  deftroyed. 

Oneway  by  which  God  deftroys  fuch  an  hope  is, 
in  caufing  its  object  to  terminate  contrary  to  our 
expectation.  It  is  not  uncommon  that  an  object  of 
hope  becomes,  infteadof  a  fource  of  confolation,  the 
caufe  of  great  trouble 'and  perplexity.  How  ofcen 
have  fprightly  and  promising  children  become  as 
they  advanced  along  in  life,  the  caufe  of  great  for- 
row  1  Some  have  taken  to  evil  courfes,  and  brought 
down  the  gray  hairs  of  their  parents,  with  forrow,  to 
the  grave.  Others  by  ficknefs  and  unexpected  dif- 
orders  have  loft  their  reafon — their  powers  of  mind 
have  been  deftroyed,  and  they  have  been  continued 
in  the  world  a  living  affliction  and  calamity. 

Rut  this  hope  is  deftroyed,    principally  and  moft 

effectually,  by  death.     This  puts  an  effectual  end  to 

all  hope  and  expectation  here.      M  There  is  hope  of 

s  a  tree,  faith  Job,   if  it  be  cut  down,    that    it    will 

1  fprout  again,  and  that  the  tender   branch   thereof 

*  will  not  ceafe.  Though  the  root  thereof  wax  old 
1  in  the  earth,  and  the  ftock  thereof  die  in  the 
'  ground  ;   yet  through    the  fcent  of   waters   it   will 

*  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a  plant."  But 
not  fo  the  body  of  our  friend  when  put  into  the 
ground.  If  the  child  die,  the  parent's  hope  is  blaf- 
ted.  However  amiable  his  manners  —however  en- 
gaging his  deportment — however  lovely  his  difpofi- 
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tion,  and  pleafing  the  profpect  of  comfort,  death, 
cruel  death  deftroys,  and  the  grave  fwallows  up  our 
hope.  When  a  lovely  and  beloved  child  is  dead,  we 
can  derive  from  him  no  conlolation  here.  Expect- 
ation of  good  is  all  cut  off,  and  vanifhed.  Hope  is 
effectually  deftroyed— it  is  clean  gone  forever. 

It  will  be  underftood,  however,  that  thefe  obferva- 
tions  relate  only  to  the  prefent  life.  When  our  chil- 
dren die,  though  all  hope  from  them  in  this  life  is 
gone,  yet  we  may  have  the  mod  delightful  views  of 
them  in  a  future  world.  Has  the  child  eftablifhed  a 
virtuous  reputation  ?  Has  he  feared  God,  and  hon- 
ored the  divine  law  ?  Has  he  reverenced  Jefus, 
truRing  in  his  glorious  righteoufnefs,  and  all-preva- 
lent interceilion  ?  In  this  cafe,  though  he  be  dead, 
our  hope  of  him  lives.  We  fee  him  in  the  bofom  of 
everlafting  love,  a  companion  of  holy  angels.— 
Through  the  medium  of  our  holy  religion,  we  can 
follow,  in  pleafing  contemplation,  our  departed 
friends  to  glory,  and  fee  them  in  the  bright  manfions 
above — even  in  the  joyful  pofTefTion  of  that  place  of 
unfpeakable  good,  everlafting  peace,  and  ineffable 
delight  that  Jefus  is  gone  to  prepare  for  all  his 
friends. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  If  what  has  been  faid  be  true,  then  a  regard  to 
the  comfort  of  parents,  and  a  defire  to  make  them 
happy,  ought  to  operate  as  a  powerful  motive  to  chil- 
dren and. youth,  to  conduct  well  in  the  world.  The 
evil  courfes  of  children  are  a  fource  of  unfpeakable 
forrow  to  their  tender  parents.  It  cuts  them  to  the 
heart — it  gives  a  deep  and  mod  grievous  wound, 
when  their  children  fall  into  evil  practices,  netting  to 
themfelves  a  biot  in  this  woiid.  and  putting  at  hazard 
their  evet  lading  infereft. 
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Jiut  on  the  other  hand,  what  great  confolation  is 
derived  from  the  good  conduct  o[  fober,  well  difpo- 
fed  young  people  !  /  have,  (aid  the  apoftle,  no  grea- 
ter joy  than  to  hear  that  my  children  walk  in  the  truth. — 
Something  like  thefe  are  the  feelings  of  every  pious 
parent.  That  virtuous  man — that  pious  benevolent 
woman,-  whofe  children  conduct  in  (uch  a  manner 
as  to  eflablifh  a  good  reputation,  and  gain  the  ef- 
teem  of  the  better  part  of  the  community,  is  pleafed 
and  delighted.  It  is  better  to  them  than  filver  and 
gold.  It  gives  fatisfa&ion  known  only  by  thofe 
who  poflefs  it. 

Did  young  people  duly  confider  this,  it  would 
operate  as  a  continual  guard.  Did  they  realize  this, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  entertain  a  proper  affection, 
and  a  becoming  reverence  for  their  parents,  it  cer- 
tainly, would  have  great  influence  on  their  converfa- 
tion  and  conduct.  It  would  be  a  powerful  motive  to 
a  fober  virtuous  life.  Oh  that  this  idea  were  duly 
impreffed  on  the  minds  of  all  our  children,  that  their 
own  reputation  might  be  preferved,  parents  com- 
forted, God  be  honored,  and  their  fouls  finally 
faved  ! 

2.  The  fubjeel;  exhibits  the  danger  of  placing  too 
much  dependence  on  thefe  temporal,  uncertain  en- 
joyments. Are  thefe  things  fo  uncertain  ?  Is  our 
hope  fo  liable  to  be  cut  off  and  deftroyed  ?  Then 
it  is  of  exceeding  importance  to  be  continually  -on 
our  guard  againft  placing  too  much  dependence  on 
thefe  things,  and  fee  to  it  that  we  efteem  and  ufe 
them  according  to  their  real  worth.  One  reafon 
why  perfons  are  fo  exceedingly  overborn  under  lofTes 
and  difappointments  is,  that  they  place  too  much 
dependence  on  their  temporal  enjoyments,  and  value 
them  too  high.  We  are  too  apt  to  confider  thefe 
things  as   our  own — as  permanent    and  unfading. 
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While  in  profperity  we  put  far  away  the  time  of 
forrow.  Viewing  our  friends  and  other  temporal 
enjoyments  as  lading,  and  feeling  as  if  they  were 
permanent  good,  and  not  to  be  taken  away  from  us, 
prepares  the  way  to  Gnk  under  trials.  When  our 
hopes  are  cut  off  and  deftroyed,  the  {hock  is  great, 
and  we  fink  under  the  burden.  This  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  one  reafon  why  fo  many  people  faint  when 
they  are  rebuked. 

But,  my  friends,  the  enjoyments  of  this  life— the 
things  of  time,  are  all  uncertain.  Whatever  we 
poffefs  is  the  property  of  God.  We,  with  our  chil- 
dren and  friends,  are  in  his  hand,  to  be  difpofed  of 
at  his  pleafure.  He  has  an  indifputable  right  to  do 
as  he  pleafes  with  his  own.  What  the  Lord  faid  to 
Ifrael,  will  apply  to  us  and  all  we  hold  dear  in  this 
life.  "  As  the  clay  is  in  the  potter's  hand,  fo  are  ye 
in  mine  hand,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael/'  God  can,  and  he 
will,  ere  long  take  us  all  away.  Whether  he  will 
take  us  from  our  children,  or  them  from  us,  we  are 
rot  able  to  determine.  We  (hall,  however,  if  we  be 
wife,  view  thefe  things  as  they  are,  and  hold  them  as 
uncertain  enjoyments.  We  ought  to  look  upon  our 
dear  children,  and  all  our  connexions,  in  this  light. 
We  ought,  even  every  day,  to  confider  that  a  fepara- 
tion  between  us  and  our  deareft  friends  will,  proba- 
bly, foon  take  place.  This  would  have  a  happy  ten- 
dency to  fit  us  for  the  trying  event — to  prevent  that 
finking  under  correction— that  overwhelming  forrow 
which  is  too  common,  even,  among  chriftians  ;  and 
which  favors,  indeed,  of  driving  with  God,  and  mur- 
muring under  his  hand. 

3.  In  order  to  meet  the  various  difappointments 
incident  to  man,  with  proper  feelings  of  heart,  we 
muft  poffefs  a  chriftian  hope.  This  looks  beyond 
the  fcene  of  mortal  things.      It  mounts  above  the 
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fiiort  lived  enjoyments,  the  tranfitory  goods  of  this 
changing,  dying  world.  Viewing  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  the  rich  and  abundant  provifion  for  finners, 
through  the  blood  of  a  crucified  Redeemer  ;  and  re- 
lying on  the  veracity  of  God  to  do  all  he  has  promi- 
fed  for  the  penitent  believer,  he,  with  a  heart  broken 
for  (in, -looks  up  from  the  foot  of  the  crofs,  and,  hum- 
bly, hopes  for  pardon  and  life.  With  this  hope  in 
lively  exercife,  he  fees  the  wifdom,  thejultice,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  God  in  the  divine  adminiftration. 
He  can,  therefore,  fay  with  the  Shunnammite,  It  is 
well.  And  with  the  man  of  God,  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him 
do  what  feemeth  him  good.  PoiTeiTed  of  this  hope,  the 
humble  chriltian  meets  the  moil  preffing  cares  of  life, 
with  a  placid  mind.  While  wading  in  forrow,  and 
born  down  with  a  heavy  weight  of  tribulation,  lean- 
ing on  the  arm  of  God,  and  trufting  in  the  bleffed 
promifes  of  good  to  his  children,  he  is  fupported 
with  the  pleating,  the  animating,  the  fouUcomforting 
and  reviving  hope  that  he  fhall,  ere  long,  be  in  that 
happyifvorld  where  all  forrow  (hall  be,  everlaftingly 
done  away,  and  all  tears  wiped  from  his  eyes. 

Does  not  this  teach  the  importance  of  religion  ?  Do 
we  not  here  fee  the  ineflimable  value  of  true  piety  ? 
Through  this  we  find  fupport  andconfolation  in  the 
darkeft  hours,  and  under  the  mod  preffing  calamities. 
When  the  dreams  are  cut  off,  we  can.  repair  the  foun- 
tain. Without  it  we,  inevitably,  fink.  What  eife 
enabled  Job  to  fay,  when  his  fub (lance  was  taken 
from  him,  and  his  children  were  all  dead,  The  Lord 
gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  This  fupported  the  prophet  in  view  of 
awful  approaching  calamities,  and  produced  fuch  a 
holy  exultation  of  foul,  that  he  could,  cheerfully, 
fay,  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall  not  blojfom,  neither  fhall 
fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labor  of  the  olive  fhall  fail,  and 
the  field  fhall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  fhall  be  cut  off  from 


the  fold.,  and  there  fnall  he  no  herd  in  the  flails,  yet  I  will 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvd- 
tton.  This  fupported  Aaron  when  the  Lord  took 
away  his  fons  under  circum fiances,  peculiarly,  dif- 
treffing,  fo  that  he  was,  perfectly,  calm,  and  held  his 
peace.  Religion  is  the  fame  in  every  age,  and  it  al- 
ways produces  (imilar  effects.  In  our  day  it  bears 
up  the  mind  of  the  diflreffed  chriflian,  and  makes 
him  rejoice  and  fing,  even  in  the  furnace  of  affliction. 
Would  we,  therefore,  have  peace  in  tribulation,  we 
mufl  have  the  heart  of  a  chriflian,  and  fet  our  hope 
in  God  ;  for,  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  aftrong  tower  ; 
the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  isfafe. 

Qnce  more — The  fubjeel  leads  to  contemplate, 
more  directly,  a  very  trying  providence  by  which 
(bme  of  this  affembly  are,  forely,  diflreffed.  The 
amiable  and  pleafing  Julia  is  no  more  !  After  la- 
bouring under  much  weaknefs,  and  uncommonly 
diflrefiing  infirmities  for  more  than  three  years,  her 
fun  is  fet — fet  as  it  were  in  the  morning.  All  that 
was  mortal  of  the  lovely  youth  lies  here  before  us,  a 
linking  monument  of  human  frailty — a  lively  em- 
blem of  univerfal  mortality.  She  is  foon  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  filent  grave,  the  common  houfe,  there 
to  remain  till  the  heavens  be  no  more. 

PofTeffed  of  a  fweet  and  amiable  temper,  accom- 
panied by  a  dutiful  and  engaging  deportment,  fhe 
was  the  delight  of  her  parents,  and  greatly  beloved 
by  her  friends.  They  have  indulged  the  fond  hope, 
and  pleafing  expectation  that  fhe  would  be,  for  years 
to  come,  an  ornament  to  her  fex,  an  honor  to  her 
family,  a  comfort  to  her  friends,  and  a  blefiing  to  the 
world.  And  where  is  now  their  hope  ?  It  is  blafled 
in  the  bud. — It  is  cut  off  and  deflroyed. — It  goes 
into  the  grave,  and  perifhes  forever. — But,  (lop  a 
moment  !     Paufe,  and  confider  1     Is  all  hope  con- 
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earning  her  clean  gone  forever  ?  Will  her  name  pe- 
rifh  and  be  forgotten  ?  Will  there  be  no  move  a 
remembrance  of  her  among  the  living  ?  This  can- 
not be.  She  will  long  live  in  the  minds  of  her 
friends.  Her  fond  parents  will  bear  her  image  on 
their  throbbing  hearts,  till  they  fink  down  to  the 
grave.  ^Her  tender  fillers  with  mournful  pleafure— 
with  pleafing  forrow  will,  often,  repeat  her  name, 
for  years  to  come,  while  the  flowing  tear  fparkles  in 
their  eyes,  and  deals,  gently,  down  their  cheek.;. 
The  young  people  of  her  acquaintance,  in  their 
friendly  circles,  will  often  fpeakof  the  amiable  pro- 
perties of  her  early  childhood,  the  lingular  dealings 
of  God  in  the  lad  three  or  four  years  of  her  life,  and 
how  lovely  and  beautiful  fhe  was  in  death.  And 
this  is  not  all.  Their  hopes  concerning  her  reach 
beyond  the  grave.  Kcr  intimate  acquaintance  will 
indulge  the  pleafing  idea  that  her  lovely  temper, 
fanftified  by  divine  grace,  will  grow,  and  flourifb, 
in  peipetual  bloom  in  a  better  world.  In  fupportof 
this  hope,  they  will  call  to  mind  her  exemplary  pa- 
tience through  a  lon^,  painful  confinement.  They 
will  recoiled!  her  fenl'e  of  her  own  wickednefs — her 
ideas  of  the  mercy  of  God,  and  her  views  of  Chrid  as 
coming  into  the  world  to  fave  the  chief,  the  viled  of 
linners.  They  will  call  to  mind  her  fenfe  of  the 
perfect  rectitude  of  the  divine  adrninidration,  and  a 
hopeful  fubmiinon  to  God's  holy  will  in  death. 

But,  her  prefent  date  we  know  not.  The  curtain 
is  drawn.  She  has  retired  behind  the  vail.  By  the 
decree  of  God  an  impenetrable  fecrecy  lecures,  from 
us,  every  thing  concerning  her  future  condition. — 
She  knows,  as  we  mud,  what  it  is  to  die — to  appear 
among  unbodied  fpirits,  and  ft  and  before  God.  She 
is.  unalterably  fixed,  by  the  righteous  decifion  of 
him  who  difpenles  the  retributions  of  eternity. — 
With  that  wife,"juft,  good  and  all-merciful  Being  we, 
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cheerfully,  leave  her,   and  turn  our  attention  to  the 
bereaved  parents. 

It  is  with  you,  my  friends,  a  day  of  great  farrow, 
God  is  vifiting  you  in  a  way  of  fore  correction.  A 
breach  is  made  in  your  family.  One  of  your  dear 
ones  is  numbered  with  the  dead.  The  han-  jf  God 
has  made  a  wound  that  is  not  eafily  healed.  I  can 
realize  the  bitternefs  of  the  cup,  by  having  drank 
deeply  of  the  fame.  Indulging  the  natural  feelings 
of  the  human  heart,  you  will  fay  no  farrow  is  like 
your  farrow,  and  the  burden  heavier  than  you  can 
bear.  Indulging  thefe  feelings  to  their  full  extent, 
you  will  be  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  or  like  a  bullock 
unaccujlomed  to  the  yoke,  and  will,  probably,  charge 
God  fooliftily.  But  this  is  not  to  be  allowed.  Ev- 
er}' rifing  murmur  mud  be  fupprefled.  Do  you  find 
that  clouds  and  darknefs  are  roundabout  Him,  con- 
fider,  alfo,  that  juflice  and  judgment  are  the  habita- 
tion of  his  throne. 

Have  you  lod  an  amiable  child  ?  Are  there  cir- 
cumflances  attending  the  cafe  peculiarly  trying  ? 
Was  (he  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  her  father  ;  tender  and 
beloved  in  the  fight  of  her  mother  ?  True. — We 
know  it. — But  the  Lord  has  done  it.  The  arrow  did 
not  fall  by  accident.  The  fatal  (haft  was  directed  by 
infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  The  time,  the  man- 
ner, and  all  the  attending  circumftances  were  accor- 
ding to  the  wife  and  benevolent  counfels  of  eternity  ; 
and  the  plan  has  been  executed  by  the  finger  of  God 
himfelf.  God  fays,  therefore,  to  you,  /  have  taken 
only  my  own.  Be  JIM  and  know  that  I  am  God.  We 
commend  you  to  God  who  is  able  to  fupport  and 
comfort  you.  We  wifh  you  grace  that  you  may, 
cordially,  fubmit  to  the  divine  will,  and  blefs  the 
name  of  God  even  in  affliction — that  when  you  feel 
you  may  kifs  the  rod  that  fmites  you.     The  Lord  is 
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able  to  make  this  trial  one  of  your  choiccft  mercies. 
That  this  may  be  the  iilue,  is  our  hearty  prayer,  fo 
that  you  may  find  the  fruit  of  affliction  is  the  taking 
away  of  fin.  May  you  live  near  to  God — walk  lofi- 
]y  under  the  correction  of  his  hand  —  grow  in  meek- 
nefs  and  love,  and  be  at  length  prepared  for  that 
blefleci^brld  where  dear  friends  will  never  part. 

The  furviving  children  will  accept  a  word  of  ccn- 
folation  and  advice.  You,  my  young  friends,  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  are  called  to  drink  of  the  bitter 
cup  of  forrow.  Your  number  is  diminished.  A  dear 
and  lovely  filler  is  taken  away  from  you.  The  ten- 
der feelings  of  humanity  are  much  moved,  and  you 
are  ditt-reifed  and  greatly  affected.  Your  Julia  is 
gone.  She  is  foon  to  be  buried  out  of  your  fight, 
and  you  will  never  fee  her  more.  Herein  God  is 
fpeaking  to  you.  He  is  telling  you  that  you  are  lia- 
ble to  die  and  go  to  judgment  while  you  are  young. 
He  calls  upon  you  in  the  emphatic  language  of  the 
royal  preacher,  Remember  now  thy  creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  thou  Jhalt  fay  I  have  no  pkafure  in 
them.  Happy  affliction* — bleffed  forrow,  if  it  pro- 
duce this  effect  !  Oh,  remember  this  is  the  voice 
of  God  !  Fear  God,  and  love  his  name. — Forfake 
fin  and  love  Jefus. — Live  religious,  and  then  (hall 
you  die  fafely,  and  be  happy  forever. 

I  add — All  the  relatives  have  our  affectionate  con- 
dolence. We,  cordially,  wifh  them  the  prefence 
and  bleffmg  of  that  God  who  is  now  correcting  them. 
With  right  views  of  the  divine  character  may  they 
find  a  cordial  acquiefcence  in  all  his  government. — 
The  Lord  woundetk,  and  healeth  ;  he  maketh  forz,  and 
bindcth  vp.  May  this,  as  it  is  in  part,  be,  fully,  your 
lot.  Since  God  has  wounded  you,  my  friends ,  we 
pray  that  he  will  heal  the  wounds  ;  and  that  he  will 
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afford  you  fo  much  grace  that  you  may,  fuitably, 
notice  all  his  dealings  both  merciful  and  aiSiclive— • 
that  you  may  honor  and  love  his  name,  and  fecurc 
the  everlafting  peace  of  your  own  fouls. 

Finally— May  all  this  afTemhly  hear  the  voice  of 
God,  and  be  wife  for  eternity.  Now  is  iv. 'accepted 
time ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  offalvation.  May  all  hear, 
confider,  wake  up,  and  choofe  the  one  thing  needful. 
Efpecially,  may  you,  oh  !  young  men  and  women, 
liflen  to  the  voice  of  God  in  this  aftecling  providence! 
Choofe  the  fear  of  God.  Break  offyour  fins  by  right-? 
eoufnefs,  and  your  iniquities  by  turning  unto  God. 
Choofe  the  divine  Jesus  as  your  friend,  your  favior, 
your  interceffor,  your  God.  and  your  all  forever. — 
Do  this  and  you  (hall  be  made  alive  to  God.  Do 
this  and  you  (hall  have  peace  at  death.  Do  this  and 
you  fhail  be  acquitted  at  judgement.  Do  this  and 
you  fhall  be  bleffed  forever.     AMEN, 


